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Planning  for  the  Work  Ahead 

We  seek 

a  world  free  of  war  ami  the  threat  of  war 
a  society  zuith  equity  and  justice  for  all 
a  comniimity  where  every  person's  potential  may  be  fulfilled 
an  earth  restored. 

FCNL  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy 


Early  Friends  were  distinguished  from  most  of  their 
contemporaries  by  their  insistence  that  the  Kingdom 
of  God  had  an  immediate,  present-time  dimension. 
That  vision  has  persisted  through  more  than  three 
centuries  and  is  reflected  in  FCNL's  Statement  of 
Legislative  Policy. 

Friends  know  that  we  cannot  legislate  God's  realm 
into  existence  and  that  efforts  to  forcibly  impose  our 
vision  are  dangerous  and  destructive.  Yet,  we  know 
with  equal  certainty  that,  unless  we  begin  to  live  and 
act  as  though  the  Kingdom  of  God  had  already  come, 
it  never  will.  That  knowledge  guides  and  empowers 
the  FCNL  community  as,  together,  we  work  for  peace 
and  justice. 

In  the  coming  months.  Congress  will  address  much 
legislation  of  importance  to  FCNL's  priorities. 
Achieving  our  legislative  goals  will  require  intensive 
and  focused  work,  both  on  Capitol  Flill  and  across  the 
country.  Staff  in  Washington  will  follow  the  legislation, 
meet  with  congressional  aides,  and  work  with  coalition 
partners  on  common  strategies.  However,  these 
efforts,  alone,  will  not  be  enough.  A  nation-wide 
network  of  FCNL  grassroots  activists  working  in 
partnership  with  the  Washington  office  is  essential. 

This  issue  of  the  Washington  Newsletter  will  help  you 
be  a  vital  member  of  the  FCNL  network.  FCNL  staff 
have  identified  upcoming  legislation  that  appears 
most  relevant  to  the  legislative  priorities  established 


by  the  FCNL  General  Committee.  We  have  also  sug¬ 
gested  ways  for  you  to  participate  actively  in  legisla¬ 
tive  advocacy. 

As  you  read  the  legislative  articles,  we  hope  that  you 
will  pick  at  least  one  issue  and  make  this  your  issue  for 
this  session  of  Congress.  Follow  this  issue  closely.  Do 
not  worry  about  the  99  other  important  issues  that  you 
are  not  following.  Others  will  address  those  issues. 

There  are  many  ways  for  you  to  become  involved. 
Write  a  letter  to  your  senator.  Pay  a  lobby  visit  to 
your  representative.  Write  a  letter  to  the  editor. 

Meet  with  the  editorial  board  of  your  local  newspa¬ 
per.  Host  a  "teach-in"  tea  with  an  invited  speaker  in 
your  living  room.  You  can  pick  the  activities  and 
level  of  invoK'ement  that  is  most  comfortable  for 
you.  What  is  important  is  being  involved. 

Let  FCNL's  Washington  office  know  that  you  are 
working  on  this  issue.  We  can  provide  you  with 
resources.  We  will  alert  you  when  action  is  especial¬ 
ly  needed. 

Your  action  now  will  help  to  influence  the  outcome  of 
pending  legislation.  Equally  important  in  this  elec¬ 
tion  year,  by  raising  important  issues  now,  you  can 
help  to  set  the  agenda  for  the  campaign  debates  this 
fall.  Through  our  work  together,  FCNL's  vision  can 
become  a  reality.  ■ 
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Promoting  Economic  Justice 


Friends  have  long  been  concerned  about  the  well-being 
of  the  most  vulnerable  members  of  society:  those  with 
few  material  resources;  those  who  lack  power  or  influ¬ 
ence  to  give  voice  to  their  needs;  those  who  are  mar¬ 
ginalized  by  society.  These,  the  "least  of  our  brethren 
and  sisters,"  too  often  are  ignored  or  forgotten. 

FCNL's  economic  justice  priority  mandates  our  advo¬ 
cacy  on  behalf  of  those  in  greatest  need. 

Upcoming  economic  justice  issues 

Minimum  wage.  FCNL  believes  that  "jobs  that  pay  a 
living  wage  [should  be]  available  to  everyone."' 
However,  despite  recent  increases  to  $5.15/hr,  the  min¬ 
imum  wage  in  1998  continues  to  buy  far  less  than  it 
did  in  the  1960's  and  70's.  An  individual  who  works 
40  hr/wk  at  the  minimum  wage  earns  only  $10,700/yr. 
If  that  individual  heads  a  household 
that  includes  two  children,  the  fami¬ 
ly  earnings  are  $1600  below  the  fed¬ 
eral  pcwerty  line.  For  a  family  of 
four,  the  earnings  are  $6,000  below 
the  poverty  threshold. 

Sen.  Kennedy  (MA)  and  Rep.  Bonior 
(MI)  will  introduce  bills  which 
would  raise  the  minimum  wage  in 
annual  increments  to  $6.65/hr  in  the 
year  2000.  FCNL  will  be  working  to 
develop  broad,  bipartisan  support 
for  this  measure. 

Food  and  nutrition  programs.  FCNL  believes  "that  all 
persons  are  equally  deserving  of  a  life  with  dignity  and 
the  basic  necessities  for  human  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment."’  However,  when  Congress  overhauled  welfare 
legislation  in  1996,  many  categories  of  people  were 
excluded  from  safety  net  protection.  Among  them  are 
the  v^ast  majority  of  documented  (legal)  immigrants, 
including  both  the  elderly  and  families  with  young 
children,  who  continue  to  be  ineligible  to  receive  feder¬ 
al  food  stamps. 

It  is  crucial  that  funding  for  food  stamps  for  document¬ 
ed  immigrants  be  restored  in  the  federal  budget. 

FCNL  will  be  working  with  coalition  partners  to  secure 
passage  of  such  legislation. 


Housing.  FCNL  believes  "that  decent,  safe  and  afford¬ 
able  housing  should  be  available  to  every  family  or 
individual."’  However,  5.3  million  poor  families 
already  pay  more  than  50%  of  their  income  for  rent,  in 
some  cases  for  substandard  housing.  Proposed  changes 
in  laws  governing  public  and  assisted  housing  may 
exacerbate  the  problem. 

Housing  bills  that  were  passed  by  the  House  and  Sen¬ 
ate  in  1997  will  go  to  conference  this  spring.  FCNL 
will  support  efforts  to  direct  available  housing 
resources  to  families  with  greatest  need  and  to  ensure 
that  public  and  assisted  housing  supports  the  needs  of 
families  moving  from  welfare  to  work. 

Health  care.  FCNL  supports  "health  care  that  recog¬ 
nizes  the  variety  of  needs  [of  a  diverse] 

population.. .[and]  favors  a  health 
care  system  that  gives  attention  to 
the  just  distribution  of  health  care 
resources."’  However,  the  push 
toward  managed  care  threatens 
both  availability  and  quality  of  care 
for  many  in  the  U.S.  The  poor,  the 
elderly,  and  those  who  are  not 
highly  educated  are  among  the 
populations  most  likely  to  suffer. 

A  presidential  commission  which 
studied  quality  of  care  issues  is 
expected  to  recommend  consumer  protections  for  man¬ 
aged  care.  FCNL  will  work  with  coalition  partners  to 
support  legislation  that  would  ensure  the  quality  and 
accessibility  of  health  care  for  the  broadest  segment  of 
the  U.S.  population. 

Budget  work.  Congress  is  likely  to  focus  on  tax 
reform,  reform  of  Social  Security  and  Medicare,  and 
what  to  do  with  the  hypothetical  budget  surplus.  As 
FY99  budget  work  begins,  FCNL  will  continue  to 
advocate  responsible  deficit  reduction.  Elements  of 
such  a  program  include  reduced  military  spending, 
creation  of  a  fair,  sufficient,  and  progressive  tax  code, 
and  adequate  funding  for  programs  that  serve  the 
needs  of  the  poorest  people  at  home  and  abroad.  ■ 


Shift  budget  priorities  to  promote 
economic  justice  and  meet  human 
needs  at  home  and  abroad  in  ways 
that  respect  human  dignity  and 
that  of  God  in  everyone 

FCNL  Legislative  Priorities  for 
the  105th  Congress 


’  FCNL  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy 
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Peace  and  Disarmament 


Senate  ratification  of  the  Chemical  Weapons  Conven¬ 
tion  (CWC)  advanced  peace  and  human  security  in 
1997.  So  did  the  decision  of  122  countries  to  sign  the 
Ottawa  Treaty  banning  landmines.  But  the  U.S.  is  not 
in  compliance  with  the  CWC  and  did  not  sign  the 
Ottawa  Treaty.  In  the  months  ahead,  the  Comprehen¬ 
sive  Test  Ban  Treaty  (CTBT),  NATO  expansion,  the 
Code  of  Conduct  on  Arms  Transfers,  and  military 
spending  issues  will  present  new  challenges. 

During  the  first  term  of  the  105th  Congress,  a  number 
of  key  legislators  vigorously  opposed  efforts  to  reduce 
military  spending  and  to  promote  disarmament. 

FCNL  will  continue  to  labor  with  these  legislators  on 
the  necessity  of  reining  in  the  military  budget  and 
reducing  militarism  globally. 

The  1998  congressional  elections 
will  provide  an  opportunity  to 
bring  to  Congress  new  thinkers  on 
military  spending  and  weapons 
policy  issues.  Such  candidates  will 
emerge  and  succeed  only  if  there  is 
broad  grassroots  activity.  Your 
involvement  is  crucial.  Educate 
your  community  about  disarma¬ 
ment  and  military  spending.  Urge 
candidates  to  support  disarmament 
and  reduced  military  spending. 

Work  to  increase  voter  turn-out. 

Unfinished  business  and  new  challenges 

Chemical  Weapons  Convention  (CWC).  The  Senate 
ratified  the  CWC  in  1997.  However,  Congress  must 
also  pass  legislation  to  implement  the  treaty.  The 
Senate  passed  this  bill  but  the  House  failed  to  do  so. 
Although  the  implementing  bill  was  virtually 
unopposed  in  the  House,  it  was  used  as  a  bargaining 
chip  with  other  bills.  Passage  of  the  implementing 
legislation  in  the  coming  session  is  essential. 

Landmines.  Oi  Dec.  3-4, 122  nations  signed  the 
Convention  on  the  Prohibition  of  Use,  Stockpiling, 
Transfer,  and  Production  of  Anti-Personnel  Landmines 
and  on  their  Destruction  (the  Ottawa  Treaty).  The  U.S. 
was  not  among  the  signers.  FCNL  will  continue  to 


work  for  passage  of  the  Leahy-Hagel/Evans-Quinn 
legislation  designed  to  move  the  U.S.  toward  the 
Ottawa  Treaty. 

Military  Spending.  Efforts  to  reduce  military 
spending  failed  in  1997,  despite  a  few  initiatives  to  cut 
military  money.  Some  legislators  who  voted  for 
reductions  in  1996  opposed  them  in  1997.  FCNL  will 
work  to  increase  support  for  Rep.  Frank's  (MA) 
amendment  and  other  initiatives  to  reduce  military 
expenditures  in  the  1999  budget. 

Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty  (CTBT).  The  CTBT, 
which  bans  all  nuclear  test  explosions,  will  be  consid¬ 
ered  by  the  Senate  for  ratification  this  term,  with  a  vote 
expected  late  spring  or  early  summer.  A  number  of 
senators  are  opposed  or  undecided.  Strong  grassroots 
support  will  be  vital  for  ratification. 
FCNL,  working  with  coalition  part¬ 
ners,  has  already  begun  the  mobi¬ 
lization  effort.  FCNL  will  also  work 
to  oppose  subcritical  testing  and  the 
development  of  new  nuclear 
weapons. 

NATO  Expansion.  The  adminis¬ 
tration  is  promoting  the  expansion 
of  NATO.  Poland,  Hungary,  and  the 
Czech  Republic  are  the  first  new 
candidates  for  membership.  The 
Senate  must  ratify  NATO  expansion  and  a  vote  may 
come  in  early  March.  The  issue  has  not,  as  yet, 
provoked  much  media  attention  or  public  or  congres¬ 
sional  debate.  FCNL  opposes  the  expansion  of  NATO 
and  will  continue  to  work  to  educate  the  public  and 
members  of  Congress  on  the  dangers  of  reliance  on 
military  alliances  as  a  means  to  regional  security. 

Code  of  Conduct  on  Arms  Transfers.  Because  the 
State  Department  Authorization  bill  was  not  resolved 
in  1997,  the  McKinney-Rohrabacher  Code  of  Conduct 
(which  passed  the  House  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
last  June)  will  be  up  for  consideration  when  Congress 
returns.  Sen.  Kerry  (MA)  has  also  introduced  the  Code 
in  the  Senate  and  has  12  co-sponsors.  A  debate  and 
vote  in  the  Senate  on  the  Kerry  Code  could  advance 
this  important  bill.  ■ 


Reduce  militari/  spending  and  pro¬ 
mote  disarmament;  stop  production, 
testing,  and  proliferation  of  weapons 
of  mass  destruction;  and  o'ld  mili¬ 
tary  aid  and  trade  in  weapons  of  all 
kinds 

FCNL  Legislative  Priorities  for 
the  105th  Congress 
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Promoting  International  Peace 


People  around  the  world  are  increasingly  interdepen¬ 
dent.  Multilateral  institutions  and  cooperative  action 
involving  diverse  peoples  and  governments  are  need¬ 
ed  to  address  the  growing  number  of  pressing  global 
human  security  issues.  These  complex  issues  have 
economic,  environmental,  health,  and  human  rights 
dimensions. 

Recent  public  opinion  polls  indicate  that  people  in  the 
U.S.  recognize  the  need  for  global  cooperation.  They 
support  a  strong  U.S.  role  in  multilateral  institutions 
such  as  the  UN  and  increased  reliance  on  international 
efforts  to  address  global  conflicts  and  challenges. 

Unfortunately,  Congress  and  the 
President  have  opted  to  maintain  or 
expand  outmoded  approaches  to 
foreign  relations:  a  large  military 
establishment,  cold  war-era 
alliances,  and  the  use  of  unilateral 
sanctions  to  coerce  compliance  with 
U.S.  policies.  Rather  than  foster 
international  cooperation.  Congress 
has  undermined  such  efforts 
through  its  punitive  approach  to  the 
UN.  In  this  environment,  FCNL's 
continued  advocacy  on  behalf  of 
international  concerns  is  vital. 

Issues  which  will  come  up  in  the 
second  session 

Payment  of  U.S.  arrears  to  the  UN.  During  the  first 
session.  Congress  failed  to  appropriate  funds  to  pay 
the  arrears  which  the  U.S.  owes  the  UN.  Despite  an 
apparent  agreement  between  Congress  and  the  White 
House,  the  congressional  leadership  used  the  payment 
of  arrears  as  a  pawn  in  an  effort  to  force  the  President 
to  agree  to  stricter  limits  on  the  use  of  U.S.  internation¬ 
al  family  planning  funds  (the  Mexico  City  policy). 
When  the  President  rejected  these  limits,  the  UN 
arrears  payment  provisions  were  stripped  from  the 
appropriations  bill. 

The  UN  budget  depends  entirely  on  the  dues  paid  by 
each  of  the  member  nations.  The  failure  of  the  U.S. 
government  to  pay  its  past  assessments  has  severely 
strained  the  UN  budget.  The  President  is  expected  to 


submit,  early  in  this  session,  a  supplemental  appropri¬ 
ations  bill  that  will  include  payment  of  the  arrears. 
FCNL  will  help  to  lead  the  effort  to  persuade  Congress 
to  fulfill  this  fundamental  obligation. 

Improving  relations  with  Cuba.  In  November,  the 
Cuban  Women  and  Children's  Humanitarian  Relief 
Act  (S  1391)  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  as  the  com¬ 
panion  bill  to  HR  1951,  the  Cuban  Humanitarian  Trade 
Act.  These  bills  offer  an  important  opportunity  to 
bring  together  advocates  of  free  trade  with  advocates 
who  support  the  bills  for  moral  and  humanitarian  rea¬ 
sons.  The  House  bill,  introduced  in  June,  has  nearly 
ninety  cosponsors;  the  Senate  bill  has  twelve.  FCNL 
will  continue  to  work  to  build  sup¬ 
port  for  these  bills. 

Addressing  the  roots  of  violence  in 
sub-Saharan  Africa.  Sub-Saharan 
Africa  includes  some  of  the  poorest 
countries  in  the  world.  Most  are 
burdened  by  poverty,  disease,  and 
international  debt.  Some  have  con¬ 
fronted  intense  ethnic  and  political 
rivalries  and  the  collapse  of  social 
and  political  institutions.  Others 
have  struggled  to  maintain  stability 
in  the  face  of  massive  flows  of  refugees,  combatants, 
and  arms  from  neighboring  conflict  areas.  Yet,  in 
recent  years,  aid  from  developed  countries  to  Sub- 
Saharan  Africa  has  actually  decliiied. 

FCNL  and  colleague  organizations  will  labor  with 
members  of  Congress  and  the  Administration  to 
reduce  the  debt  burden  of  these  countries,  to  increase 
U.S.  aid  to  Africa,  to  improve  the  distribution  of  that 
aid  so  that  it  reaches  those  in  greatest  need,  and  to  sup¬ 
port  regional  conflict  resolution  and  reconciliation 
efforts. 

Preventing  global  violence.  FCNL  will  continue  to 
monitor  the  simmering  conflicts  in  Iraq,  the  Great 
Lakes  Region  of  Africa,  the  Middle  East,  Bosnia,  Chia¬ 
pas,  East  Timor,  and  elsewhere.  U.S.  policies  too  often 
rely  on  military  force  and  enemy  images.  FCNL  will 
communicate  with  the  Administration  and  Congress  to 
offer  alternative  approaches  for  preventing  or  peaceful¬ 
ly  resolving  armed  conflicts.  ■ 


Promote  institutions  and  processes 
for  international  cooperation, 
peaceful  conflict  resolution,  and  the 
prevention  of  violent  conflict; 
advocate  fidl  payment  of  U.S. 
obligations  to  the  United  Nations. 

FCNL  Legislative  Priorities  for 
the  105th  Congress 
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Issues  of  Historic  Concern  to  Friends 


"Requirements  for  a  healthy  society  include  just  institutions,  as  well  as  right  relationships  among  people  and  between  each 
individual  and  God." 

FCNL  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy 


Religions  freedom 

We  anticipate  that  new  legislation  will  be  introduced  to 
replace  the  1993  Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act 
(RFRA)  which  was  overturned  last  June  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court.  FCNL  will  advocate  passage  of  simi¬ 
lar  legislation  which  (1)  strikes  a  reasonable  balance 
betvk'een  the  rights  of  the  individual  and  the  needs  of 
the  state  and  (2)  does  not  deny  protection  to  specific 
categories  of  individuals,  such  as  prisoners. 

Provisions  in  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act  which  protect 
religious  practice  in  the  workplace  have  not  been 
enforced  by  the  courts.  The  Workplace  Religious  Free¬ 
dom  Act  (WRFA)  would  amend  the  Civil  Rights  Act  to 
provide  more  specific  language  regarding  accommoda¬ 
tion.  This  bill  seeks  to  strike  a  reasonable  balance 
between  the  rights  of  the  worker  and  the  needs  of  the 
employer.  FCNL  will  work  with  coalition  partners  to 
dev^elop  bipartisan  support  for  WRFA. 

Rep.  Istook  (OK)  may  continue  his  effort  to  amend  the 
U.S.  Constitution  for  the  stated  purpose  of  protecting 
religious  freedom.  In  reality,  his  measure  would 
diminish  religious  freedom  for  persons  of  minority 
faiths  and  would  open  the  door  for  public  funding  of 
pervasively  religious  programs.  Legislation  introduced 
by  Sen.  Ashcroft  (MO)  would  also  promote  federal 
funding  of  religious  programs.  FCNL  will  maintain  its 
witness  on  behalf  of  the  constitutional  separation  of 
church  and  state  and  will  oppose  the  use  of  public 
funds  to  propagate  religious  doctrines. 

Peace  Tax  Fund 

Rep.  Lewis  (GA)  introduced  the  Religious  Freedom 
Peace  Tax  Fund  bill  (FIR  2660)  last  fall.  Since  then, 
FCNL  staff  have  participated  in  meetings  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  White  House  and  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  which  currently  oppose  the  bill.  FCNL  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  with  coalition  partners  to  (1)  build  bi¬ 
partisan  support  in  the  House,  (2)  seek  lead-sponsors 
for  a  companion  bill  in  the  Senate,  and  (3)  remove 
Administration  objections  to  the  bill. 


Civil  rights  and  liberties 

Debate  on  two  important  affirmative  action  measures 
is  expected  this  spring  or  summer.  The  McConnell- 
Canady  bill  (S  950, 952/ HR  1909)  would  end  all  affir¬ 
mative  action  based  on  race,  color,  national  origin,  or 
sex  in  all  federal  contracts,  employment,  or  programs. 
The  Disadvantaged  Business  Enterprise  (DBE)  pro¬ 
gram,  a  component  of  the  highway  authorization  bill, 
is  a  goal-setting  program  designed  to  encourage  firms 
owned  by  women  and  people  of  color  to  compete  for 
construction  contracts.  FCNL  recognizes  that  systemic 
factors  continue  to  place  women  and  people  of  color 
at  a  disadvantage  in  many  areas  of  our  society.  Reme¬ 
dies  continue  to  be  needed.  We  will  work  vigorously 
to  oppose  the  McConnell-Canady  bill  and  to  support 
the  DBE  program. 

Last  summer,  the  Employment  Non-Discrimination 
Act  (ENDA,  S  869/ HR  1858)  was  reintroduced.  ENDA 
would  protect  individuals  from  discrimination  in  the 
workplace  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  FCNL 
will  continue  to  seek  broad,  bipartisan  support  and 
passage  of  this  measure. 

Criminal  justice  and  the  death  penalty 

FCNL  supports  a  criminal  justice  system  whose  objec¬ 
tive  is  "to  promote  fair  and  equitable  dealings  among 
individuals  in  the  society,  to  prevent  violence  and 
destruction,  and  to  be  restorative."'  The  juvenile  crime 
bill  (passed  in  the  House  and  due  up  for  Senate  consid¬ 
eration)  movies  in  the  wrong  direction.  FCNL  will 
oppose  this  legislation  in  its  present  form. 

Legislation  (S  294)  introduced  in  the  Senate  last  year 
would  allow  the  death  penalty  to  be  imposed  on  per¬ 
sons  convicted  of  first  degree  murder  of  a  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officer  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  FCNL  will 
oppose  this  measure.  ■ 


'  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy 
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Defending  Native  American  Sovereignty 

The  tribal  governments  established  by  Native  Americans  are  entitled  to  set  policies  that  govern  life  on  reservations  and  that 
impact  tribal  members  who  live  off  reservations.  The  federal  government  should  relate  directly  to  tribal  governments, 
respecting  their  sovereignty  with  respect  to  state  and  local  governments.  FCNL  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy 


Several  pieces  of  legislation  which  threaten  Native 
American  sovereignty  are  likely  to  be  considered  during 
the  upcoming  congressional  session.  FCNL  will  work 
vigorously  to  preserv^e  tribal  sovereignty  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  provide  leadership  for  coalition  advocacy 
efforts. 

Sovereign  Immunity.  Sen.  Gorton  (WA)  is  expected  to 
introduce  legislation  that  would  strip  tribal  gov^ern- 
ments  of  their  sov^ereign  immunity  from  lawsuits.  Sen. 
Inouye  (HI)  will  be  working  with  tribes  to  develop  an 
acceptable  alternative  bill. 

Tribal  Jurisdiction  over  Non-Indians.  Rep.  Bums  (MT) 
plans  to  introduce  a  bill  which  would  deny  tribal  govern¬ 
ments  in  Montana  jurisdiction  over  matters  concerning 
non-Indians  living  on  private  land  within  Indian  reserva¬ 
tions.  Such  legislation  would  set  a  dangerous  precedent 
concerning  tribal  jurisdiction  over  reserv^ation  lands. 

Planning  Ahead: 

During  1998,  FCNL  will,  again,  produce  three  Action 
Kits  to  serv'e  and  support  grassroots  work.  Each  kit  will 
adv'ance  one  of  FCNL's  three  major  legislative  priorities 
and  will  be  produced  in  time  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  a  nationally-observ^ed  ev^ent.  We  are  including  the 
production  schedule  now  to  help  you  plan  ahead. 

These  kits  are  a  natural  for  peace  fairs,  tax-day  demon¬ 
strations,  and  similar  events.  But  any  event  or  place 
where  you  can  set  up  a  table  will  provide  an  opportunity 
to  educate  members  of  your  community  about  national 
policy  and  to  raise  awareness  of  important  legislation. 

FCNL  will  send  a  copy  of  each  kit  to  everyone  who 


Unrelated  Business  Income  Tax  (UBIT)  on  Tribal  Gov¬ 
ernments.  Rep.  Archer  (TX),  Chair  of  the  House  Ways 
and  Means  Committee,  is  likely  to  hold  hearings  this 
session  on  whether  to  impose  UBIT  on  tribally-owned 
business  enterprises  and  other  revenue-generating  activ¬ 
ities  of  tribal  governments.  Tlie  selective  imposition  of 
UBIT  on  tribal  (but  not  state  or  local)  governments  is  an 
assault  on  tribal  sovereignty. 

State  Taxation  of  Tribes.  HR  1168  would  prohibit  the 
Secretary  of  Interior  from  taking  new  lands  into  tmst  for 
a  tribe  until  the  tribe  has  entered  into  sales  and  excise 
tax  agreements  with  surrounding  state  and  local  gov¬ 
ernments.  This  proposal  would  shift  authority  over 
land  trust  decisions  from  the  federal  government  to 
state  and  local  governments.  Such  a  shift  would  under¬ 
mine  the  sovereign  relationship  of  tribal  governments 
with  the  federal  government.  ■ 


1998  Action  Kits 

receives  the  Washington  Newsletter.  However,  if  you  plan 
to  distribute  a  large  number  of  kits  (especially  25  or 
more),  FCNL  would  like  to  encourage  you  to  place  an 
advance  order.  Advance  orders  will  help  FCNL  plan 
print  quantities  and  ensure  timely  mailing  of  your  copies. 

To  place  an  advance  order,  please  call,  write,  or  e-mail 
FCNL.  Specify  your  name,  address,  the  kit(s)  you 
would  like,  and  the  number  of  copies  of  each.  Advance 
orders  should  reach  FCNL  by  the  date  indicated  in  the 
schedule.  If  you  discover  an  opportunity  to  distribute  a 
large  number  of  kits  but  the  advance  order  date  has 
already  passed,  please  contact  FCNL.  We  will  do  our 
best  to  meet  your  needs.  ■ 


1998  Action  Kit  Schedule 

PRIORITY 

EVENT 

KITS  ARRIVE 
IN  MAIL 

ADVANCE  ORDER 
DEADLINE 

Budget  priorities 

Tax  Day  (April  15) 

3/23-4/4 

2/27 

Reducing  military  spending/ 
promoting  disarmament 

Hiroshima  /  N  agasaki 
Day  (August  6) 

7/20-31 

6/26 

Promoting  international  cooperation 

UN  Day  (October  24) 

10/1-14 

9/4 

Iji  ^k. 
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Become  a  Lobbyist  (continued  front  pmge  8) 

We've  got  an  appointment! 

Great!  Now  you  (and  your  team)  need  to  begin 
preparing.  And  remember  —  FCNL  is  here  to  help! 

If  you  are  making  a  team  visit,  then  members  of  your 
team  should  gather  ahead  of  time  to  discuss  their 
approach.  You  will  have  a  more  effective  conversation 
with  your  legislator/staffer  if  the  team  focuses  on  a 
single  issue  rather  than  ranging  over  the  entire  legisla¬ 
tive  agenda.  Most 
issues  have  several 
ramifications.  Con¬ 
sider  having  each  of 
these  raised  by  a  dif¬ 
ferent  member  of  the 
team. 

Build  a  file  of  back¬ 
ground  information 
on  the  issue.  FCNL's 
Washington  Newslet¬ 
ters  are  great 

resources!  Also  check  out  FCNL's  Legislative  Action 
Messages  and  Web  page.  (Addresses  for  both  are  list¬ 
ed  on  the  front  of  this  Nrwsletter.)  FCNL  may  have 
additional  background  information.  Call  or  write  to  us 
and  we  will  send  you  copies. 

It's  time  for  our  appointment! 

Go  on  in  and  have  a  good  time!  Remember  that  you 
have  an  advantage  in  this  meeting.  You  know  what 
the  issue  is  and  have  prepared.  (Imagine  what  it  must 
be  like  for  your  legislator  or  staffer  who  has  to  face 
dozens  of  conversations  in  a  single  day  on  issues  that 
span  the  entire  legislative  agenda!) 

Think  of  this  meeting  as  the  first  in  a  series.  The  issue 
you  came  to  discuss  is  important,  but  so  is  building  a 
long-term  relationship.  Try  to  engage  your  member  or 
staffer  in  a  search  for  understanding.  This  sort  of 
Friendly  approach  is  likely  to  be  more  effective,  as  well 
as  more  comfortable,  for  everyone. 

Listen  closely  to  what  your  legislator  or  staffer  says  — 
there  may  be  hints  that  will  enable  you  to  follow  up 
with  resources.  And,  even  if  your  legislator  is  not  won 


over  to  your  position  on  this  issue,  he/she  might  be 
supportive  on  another  issue. 

The  visit  is  over! 

Congratulations!  But  don't  rest  yet.  There  is  still  work 
to  do. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  meeting  (ideally  immedi¬ 
ately)  your  lobby  team  should  spend  time  debriefing. 
You  will  find  that  making  written  notes  at  this  point 
will  be  very  helpful  as  you  continue  to  work  with  your 

legislator. 

Discuss  what  each  of 
you  heard  the  legisla¬ 
tor  say  in  response  to 
specific  questions. 
(You  may  be  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  different 
perceptions  and 
nuances  that  were 
heard.) 


Are  there  any  indica¬ 
tions  for  follow-up,  such  as  an  article  or  report  to 
send)?  Even  if  there  is  none,  send  a  thank  you  note. 
Use  the  note  as  an  opportunity  to  recap  the  key 
point(s)  you  want  to  leave  with  your  member  of  Con¬ 
gress. 

Consider  sending  a  brief  report  on  your  meeting  to 
FCNL.  Knowing  how  your  legislator  responded  dur¬ 
ing  your  visit  can  help  us  in  our  approach. 

Welcome  to  FCNL's  Grassroots  Lobbying  Team!  ■ 


Thank  You 

Thank  you  for  your  financial  contributions  which 
make  the  work  of  FCNL  possible. 

Thank  you  for  your  grassroots  action  which  makes 
the  work  of  FCNL  effective. 

Together,  with  divine  guidance,  we  can  keep 
FCNL's  witness  of  love  in  political  action  strong. 


1998  Congressional  Calendar 

HOUSE 

SENATE 

Reconvenes 

Jan.  27 

Jan.  27 

Presidents  Day  recess 

Feb.16-23 

Feb.  14-22 

Spring  recess 

April  2-20 

April  4-19 

Memorial  Day  recess 

May  25-29 

May  23-31 

Independence  Day  recess 

June  26-July  13 

June  27-July  5 

August  recess 

Aug.  10-Sept.  8 

Aug.  1-Sept.  7 

Tentative  adjournment 

Oct.  9 

Oct.  9 
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THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATION¬ 
AL  LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed 
by  26  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  7  other 
Friends'  organizations  in  the  United  States. 
Expressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  WASHING¬ 
TON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided  by  the  State¬ 
ment  of  Policy,  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Committee.  Seeking  to  follow/  the  leadings  of  the 
Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  1 1 
issues  per  year.  Contributors  include:  Barbara 
Ginsburg.  Kathy  Guthrie.  Aura  Kanegis.  Florence 
Kimball.  Bridget  Moix.  Ned  Stowe.and  Joe  Volk. 

Donors  to  FCNL  or  FCNL  Education  Fund 
receive  the  Newsletter  and  other  cx;casional  mail¬ 
ings. Also  available  in  microform  from  University 
Microfilms  International.  .300  North  Zeeb  Road. 
Dept.  P.R..  Ann  Arbor.  Ml  48106 

Available  in  large  print  or  tape  recordings. 


Become  a  Grassroots  Lobbyist! 


One  of  the  most  effective  ways  to  influence  your  legis¬ 
lator  is  to  make  a  personal  visit.  A  direct  conversation 
—  whether  it  is  with  your  legislator  or  with  a  member 
of  her/his  staff  —  enables  you  to  establish  a  real  rela¬ 
tionship.  A  personal  visit  lets  you  engage  in  dialog. 

In  a  personal  visit,  you  can  share  your  concerns 
directly.  You  can  ask  informed,  thoughtful  questions 
about  important  policy  issues. 

During  a  personal  visit,  you  have  an  opportunity  to 
hear  what  your  legislator  has  to  say  about  the  issue. 
Understanding  zuliy  a  legislator  holds  a  particular 
position  opens  the  door  for  education.  Listening  and 
educating  are  central  to  the  way  Friends  lobby. 
Lobbying  this  way  is  a  form  of  ministry  to  your 
member  of  Congress. 

I  don't  have  the  time  to  go  to  Washington! 

Capitol  Hill  is  not  the  only  place  where  you  may  meet 
with  your  legislator  or  her/his  staff.  Every  member  of 
Congress  has  offices  in  her/his  home  state  or  district. 
Constituent  visits  to  the  home  offices  are  valued.  They 
will  be  reported  to  the  Washington  office  and  will  help 
raise  the  visibility  of  the  issues  you  discuss  in  both  offices. 

I've  never  lobbied  before! 

Keep  in  mind  that  almost  anyone  can  be  an  effective 
lobbyist.  An  advanced  degree  in  government  or  public 
policy  is  not  needed.  Your  concerns,  expressed  simply 
and  sincerely,  can  be  very  persuasive. 


You  can  make  a  lobby  visit  individually  or  with  a 
group.  A  group  can  demonstrate  the  breadth  of  sup¬ 
port  for  your  position.  However,  to  have  a  real  conver¬ 
sation,  the  group  should  be  small. 

Think  about  who  might  join  you  in  a  lobby  visit.  Are 
there  people  in  your  meeting,  church,  or  congregation 
who  share  your  concerns?  Do  you  belong  to  a  profes¬ 
sional  or  ser\dce  organization  where  these  issues  are 
addressed? 

Once  you  have  assembled  your  lobby  team,  call  your 
legislator's  district  office  to  make  an  appointment. 


(continued  on  pane  7) 


Reprinting  Washington  Newsletter  Items 

We  encourage  our  readers  to  copy  and  distribute  items 
from  FCNL's  V\/ashingtou  Neivsletter.  When  doing  so, 
please  include  the  following  credit: 

"Reprinted  from  the  Washington  Neivsletter,  [issue  #, 
month  and  yearl  published  by  the  Friends  Committee 
on  National  Legislation." 

We  would  very  much  appreciate  your  sending  us  a 
copy  with  a  brief  note  indicating  how/where  the  item 
was  used  and  the  approximate  numbers  of  copies 
distributed.  ■ 


